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    “Good Conduct and Courage Lead to Honor”     
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A Message from the President
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On behalf of Club Valiants, Inc., I would like to thank all of our members who have faithfully devoted their time and effort in attending our meetings on a monthly basis and those members who have recently joined committees.  However, I still encourage those who have not yet joined a committee to consider being a part of our endeavor.  While your participation at our meetings have increased, I still look forward to more members attending future meetings.  We sincerely welcome any new and innovative ideas for the betterment of our organization.

In closing, thanks again for your continued support and I would like to extend to you and your family a safe, wonderful and prosperous holiday season.

HAPPY HOLIDAY’S!!!

Derrick Sawyer

President
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A Message from the “Doorkeeper”


Retirement and Cost of Living Increases (continued)
I enjoyed their company as we reminisced about their day in the fire service.  The conversation turned to their disappointment in having to struggle with the pension at that time.  Firefighters were not included in the social security benefit plan.

When I told a story I had heard from another retiree, they could relate to that experience.  I shared that a retiree had told me, while we sat in the doctor’s office, that when he retired in 1967 his pension was $750.00 a month.  At the time that seemed generous enough to cover his needs.  Today, he is paying over $500.00 monthly for medical insurance for his self and his wife.  As you can figure his pension is not adequate to the present day cost of living.  This is a situation that needs to be addressed on two fronts.

First, there needs to be some advocacy for these men who served so bravely in their city.  If politicians who represent us can vote themselves generous raises and perks, what about these retired men?  Who is there to speak for them?  What kind of pressure can the Valiants bring to bear on this situation?  What is Local 22 doing about this matter?

Secondly, to avoid future shock, after retirement what can the active members do now?

Now firefighter’s insurance is covered by the city.  After retirement, when you must make the payments, that is going to be a major expense in addition to all the other living expenses.  Therefore, it behooves all firefighters young and old to fight for a cost of living increase in their pension plan.

In the meantime, I recommend the young people consider setting aside funds for retirement.  It will be upon them faster than you think.  

I strongly recommend the young members consider an Individual Retirement Account (IRA).  You can start with small contributions, but it is important to start your account with a bank or credit union.

Together young and old need to join in the fight for a cost of living increase that will honor us in retirement in a financial way.


Recognition from the City of Philadelphia with a plaque is a beautiful gesture―financial recognition is equally important.

Yours sincerely,

Lloyd Edwards

Sergeant-At-Arms
Club Valiants, Inc.




Oral Preparation Class
Monday, November 27, 2006 (BDF)
and
Wednesday, November 29, 2006 (ABF)

7:00 PM SHARP

Announcements
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Condolences

Condolences to the Family of FF Eddie Solomon, Engine 78
Condolences to the family of FF Eddie Solomon, Engine 78, upon the passing of his wife Patricia Solomon.  The viewing will take place on Monday, October 09, 2006 (DCF), 9:00 - 11:00 AM, followed by the funeral at Mt. Moriah Temple Baptist Church, 410 Wharton Street, Philadelphia, PA 19147, 215.336.5311. 


Announcements (continued)

Condolences to the Family of Battalion Chief, George Butts
Condolences to the family of Battalion Chief, George Butts, upon the passing of his father George Arthur Butts, Sr. The viewing will take place on Wednesday, October 25, 2006 (DCF), 9:00 - 11:00 AM, followed by the funeral at Sharon Baptist Church, 3955 Conshohocken Avenue, Philadelphia, PA.

Condolences to the Family of Deputy Chief, Albert Nelson (Fire Training Academy)
Condolences to the family of Deputy Chief, Albert Nelson, Jr., upon the passing of his father Albert Nelson, Sr.  The viewing will take place on Saturday, November 04, 2006 (BDF), 10:00 – 11:00 AM, followed by the funeral at Calvary United Church of Christ, 2650 N. 29th Street (29th and Lehigh Avenue), Philadelphia, PA.

Get Well Wishes

Allen Holman, (Engine 43)
Get well wishes and prayers go out to Allen Holman who is recovering after knee surgery.
______________________________________
Baby Announcement!
October 18, 2006

Zora Jean Anderson

1st Granddaughter for
Battalion Chief, Asa Grimes
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	Club Valiants, Inc.

7543 Williams Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19150-2211


	
	

	
	

	ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
	


Valiants Hotline – Valiants Hotline – Valiants Hotline
215-276-8222/215-548-0333 (F)
Don’t forget the Valiants Hotline is in service.  If you wish to leave a message for a Board Member, Executive Officer, or member, call anytime day or night!




Club Valiants, Inc.


_____________________________





General Meeting (Monthly)�(December 2006)


_______________________


Mon., December 04, 2006 (DCF), 7:30 PM


Thu., December 07, 2006 (ABF), 7:30 PM











Peace and Blessings,





As we come to the end of another year, we must look back and reflect on the things we learned in ’06 from our families, life and the fire department.  We must apply these personal lessons to our life in 2007.  I want to encourage everyone to get involved with our Local 22 Union and your Club Valiants Organization.  We will be providing more service to the Philadelphia community and abroad concerning home fire safety, employment opportunities, CPR and EMT training.  Get yourself and your family involved.  I also would like to stress for everyone to maintain their professionalism while working because once you get yourself in trouble, we can’t do much for you but to continue to stand by you and motivate you to stay the course.  Remember the promotional exam is getting close and we will be having oral prep classes at Valiant’s Hall on the 27th and 29th of November, 7pm SHARP.





Stay Blessed and Sharp and may you and your families have a Blessed Holiday,








Troy Gore


________________________________________________





A Message from the “Doorkeeper”


�Retirement and Cost of Living Increases








� 





Dear Club Members,


�I would like to share my thoughts with you regarding the future.  Recently, I attended a dedication ceremony at Engine Eleven (located at Eleventh and South Streets, Philadelphia, PA).��A plaque was placed outside of this building commemorating this site as the first “Black Fire House”.��Our younger members may not remember when we were excluded from joining the Philadelphia Fire Department.  However, when we were allowed to join, all the Black firemen were stationed at Engine Eleven.  They were proud and heroic figures to the Black community.  This was approximately around 1945-1947.  From this era six former firefighters were recognized as being the last living members who served at that station.
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Board of Directors
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Welcome to the Organization!!!





	Kim Porter (Engine 45/A�	Emmett Alexander (Engine 60/C)		William Tinsley (Ladder 23/D)�	Eugene Coulter (Ladder 19/C)		Ronnie Young (E-34/D)�	Anthony Williams (Ladder 19/A)		Kareem Reese (Engine 34)�	Terrance Simon (Engine 27/D)		Charles Jones (Ladder 29/B)�	John Elam (Ladder 23/B)�
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